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Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,

or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team
or the table under the monitor in the Narthex.

A nursery for children up through age three is available all morning in the Main Building, Room 2.

Please silence your audible devices.

Within the service, the people read the parts in bold print.

Welcome and Announcements
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People, Look East



The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Romans 16:25-27

May the glory be to God who can strengthen you with my good news and the message that I preach about Jesus
Christ. He can strengthen you with the announcement of the secret that was kept quiet for a long time. Now that
secret is revealed through what the prophets wrote. It is made known to the Gentiles in order to lead to their
faithful obedience based on the command of the eternal God. May the glory be to God, who alone is wise! May
the glory be to him through Jesus Christ forever! Amen.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Hymnal 1982 #265 The angel Gabriel from heaven came

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke [1:26-38].
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to a virgin
who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. When
the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She was confused by these words
and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you.
Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will rule over
Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.” Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this
happen since [ haven’t had sexual relations with a man?” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will
be called God’s Son. Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who
was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.” Then Mary said,
“I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Meditation Randy Lord-Wilkinson

The Affirmation of Faith

You, O God, are supreme and holy,

You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.

You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous,
Good beyond all measure.

You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved

Your love for us in Jesus Christ,

Who lived and died and rose again.



You are with us now.
You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.

You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.

The Prayers of the People
Prayers are invited, either silently or aloud. After each spoken prayer, a gong will sound.
Concluding Prayer

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us
a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Gather 256 Wait for the Lord

The Holy Communion
The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*We give thanks to you, O God,

for the wonderful gift of reflective awareness

that allows us to recognize and name You, our Creator,
beyond all imagining, in our universe.

Everything we have

everything we see,

everything we do,

everyone we love and everyone who loves us
reveals you, our Sustainer,

and our total dependence on you.

Therefore with saints and martyrs, apostles and prophets, with all the redeemed, joyfully we praise you and sing:
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The Celebrant continues

We marvel and wonder at the size and complexity of our universe.

We marvel and wonder at the development of life on this planet.

We give thanks for your Creative Presence that “charges” this life and all that exists.
We recognize that our human lives give you a particular way of coming to expression,
and that in us your Spirit can sing and dance, speak and write, love and create.

Conscious that we live, move, and have our being in your Spirit,

we give thanks for people throughout history

who have affirmed your loving presence in all people

and who have challenged us to give witness to this

by lives characterized by mercy, gratitude, compassion, generosity, and forgiveness.

We especially give you thanks for Jesus of Nazareth, who loved so greatly
and taught so clearly and courageously the he was able to set people free
from images and ideas and religious practices

that bound them by fear and a false sense of

separation from your Spirit.

Through him we have learned

how our loving is a sharing in the life of your Spirit,
In him we see your Spirit challenging all of us

to make your presence on earth more visible.

We remember the night before Jesus died,
When he took bread,

gave thanks for everything he had,

broke the bread and shared it with his friends
asking them to remember his total surrender
to the Spirit of Life and Love

and his enduring love for each of them.

We take this bread and eat it,

mindful of the Spirit at work in our lives,
in the ordinary,

in the everyday

and in our desire to love

as generously as he loved.

Knowing his life was to be poured out
Jesus shared the cup of wine with his friends.

We drink now,
mindful of our bonding with Jesus and with all people
through your Spirit at work in our lives.

We believe that like all people who lived in love and died in love
Jesus died into your eternal loving embrace.

We are thankful that the story of his life and death helps to ground our belief in the eternal,

loving connectedness with your life-giving Spirit,
and with all our relatives and friends who have died.

We pray for all who allow your loving Spirit motivate their actions.
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We pray that all religious leaders and non-religious leaders may be open and affirming,
creative and challenging.

We pray that we might better recognize, acknowledge, and proclaim
your presence in all people, at all times, in all places.

We give thanks that we have gathered here today
to celebrate the life of Jesus and to remember to live and love as he did.

We rejoice in the giftedness of each person
and are grateful for who we are for each other as a community.

Celebrant and People
May we continue to bring your life-giving and loving Spirit into the world. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Savior Christ has taught us, As our Savior Christ has taught us, we
we now pray: are bold to say:
Eternal Spirit, Our Father in heaven,
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, holy is your Name,
Source of all that is and that shall be, your kingdom come
Father and Mother of us all. your will be done,
Loving God, in whom is heaven: on earth as in heaven.
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! Give us today our daily bread.
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples Forgive us
of the world! as we forgive others.
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Save us from the time of trial,
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom and deliver us from evil.
sustain our hope and come on earth. For the kingdom, the power,
With the bread we need for today, feed us. and the glory are yours,
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. now and for ever. Amen.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us. From The Book of Common Prayer, p.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 364

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

From A New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 181
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, and a period of silence is kept.

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died and lives in you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Ascension. To receive communion, come to the communion station. Receive
the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or you may
hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup is offered to you.

Gluten-free wafers are also available. Make your need known to the Clergy by holding up three fingers.
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If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the communion
station and cross your arms over the front of your chest — this will alert the Clergy of your desire to be blessed.

If you need communion brought to you please let a member of the Welcome Team know.

Healing Prayers: If you would like to receive the laying on of hands for healing for yourself or another, go to the
prayer annex to the right of the pulpit after receiving communion. A healing minister will be there to pray with you.

When there is a Eucharistic Visitor present

Let us pray.



