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Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team
or the table under the monitor in the Narthex.
A place of refuge for parents with restless children is available all morning in the Main Building, in Room 4.

Please silence your audible devices.

Within the service, the people read the parts in bold print.

The Word of God

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures forever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One;
Have mercy upon us.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies
and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all
evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is the power of God for those of us who
are being saved. It is written in scripture: [ will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will reject the intelligence of the
intelligent. Where are the wise? Where are the legal experts? Where are today’s debaters? Hasn’t God made the wisdom
of the world foolish? In God’s wisdom, he determined that the world wouldn’t come to know him through its wisdom.
Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness of preaching. Jews ask for signs, and
Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. But to
those who are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God’s wisdom. This is because the
foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant
Read responsively.

Heaven is declaring God’s glory;
the sky is proclaiming his handiwork.

One day gushes the news to the next,
and one night informs another what needs to be known.

Of course, there’s no speech, no words—
their voices can’t be heard—
but their sound" extends throughout the world;
their words reach the ends of the earth.

God has made a tent in heaven for the sun.
The sun is like a groom
coming out of his honeymoon suite;
like a warrior, it thrills at running its course.

It rises in one end of the sky;
its circuit is complete at the other.
Nothing escapes its heat.

The LORD’s Instruction is perfect,
reviving one’s very being.

The LORD’s laws are faithful,
making naive people wise.

The LORD’s regulations are right,
gladdening the heart.

The LORD’s commands are pure,
giving light to the eyes.

Honoring the LORD is correct,
lasting forever.

The LORD’s judgments are true.
All of these are righteous!

They are more desirable than gold—
than tons of pure gold!
They are sweeter than honey—
even dripping off the honeycomb!

No doubt about it:
your servant is enlightened by them;
there is great reward in keeping them.

But can anyone know
what they’ve accidentally done wrong?
Clear me of any unknown sin
and save your servant from willful sins.
Don’t let them rule me.

Then I’ll be completely blameless;
I’ll be innocent of great wrongdoing.

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditations of my heart


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+19&version=CEB#fen-CEB-14173a

be pleasing to you,
LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John [2: 13-22]
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple those who
were selling cattle, sheep, and doves, as well as those involved in exchanging currency sitting there. He made
a whip from ropes and chased them all out of the temple, including the cattle and the sheep. He scattered the
coins and overturned the tables of those who exchanged currency. He said to the dove sellers, “Get these
things out of here! Don’t make my Father’s house a place of business.” His disciples remembered that it is
written, Passion for your house consumes me. Then the Jewish leaders asked him, “By what authority are you
doing these things? What miraculous sign will you show us?” Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple and in
three days I’ll raise it up.” The Jewish leaders replied, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and you
will raise it up in three days?” But the temple Jesus was talking about was his body. After he was raised from
the dead, his disciples remembered what he had said, and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus
had spoken.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon (The Rev.) Randy Lord-Wilkinson
The Nicene Creed
Priest and People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

The Prayers of the People

The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Form VI

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.



For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, Randy, Javier, and Nan our clergy, for Enid as she pursues
formation for the diaconate, and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Harriette Eleanor Cooper, Mike Darracott, Sally and William Glick,
Margaret Joseph, Ophelia Yalley-Ogunro, Sarah Olsen, Easton Pool, Fran Spina, Ruthie Swain, Kim Weaver, Suzanne
Winterhalter, Sharon Wood, and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other
adversity, as well as for all those on our extended healing prayer list.\

Hear us, Lord.
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name forever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
All kneel. Silence may be kept.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jessus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Celebrant alone stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The People stand.
The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Please stand at the presentation of the money and food offerings.

The Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able

to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand.

Celebrant

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant



