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Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team
or the table under the monitor in the Narthex.
A nursery for children up through age three is available all morning in the Main Building, Room 2.

Please silence your audible devices.

Within the service, the people read the parts in bold print.

The Word of God

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,

Holy Immortal One;

Have compassion upon us.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us children of
God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he
comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16

Wisdom is bright and unfading. She readily appears to those who love her. She’s found by those who keep seeking
after her. She makes herself known even in advance to those who desire her with all their hearts. Someone who
awakens before dawn to look for her will find her already sitting at the door. Taking wisdom to heart is the way to
bring your thinking to maturity. The one who can’t sleep at night because he’s consumed with thinking about her
will soon be free from worry. She herself goes about looking for those who are worthy of her. She graciously makes
herself known to them as they travel. She comes to them in each of the ideas that they think.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 78:1-7

Read responsively.

Listen, my people, to my teaching;
tilt your ears toward the words of my mouth.

[ will open my mouth with a proverb.
I’ll declare riddles from days long gone—
ones that we’ve heard and learned about,
ones that our ancestors told us.

We won’t hide them from their descendants;
we’ll tell the next generation
all about the praise due the LORD and his strength—
the wondrous works God has done.

He established a law for Jacob
and set up Instruction for Israel,
ordering our ancestors
to teach them to their children.

This is so that the next generation
and children not yet born will know these things,
and so they can rise up and tell their children

to put their hope in God—
never forgetting God’s deeds,
but keeping God’s commandments—

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [25:1-13].

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten young bridesmaids who took their lamps and went
out to meet the groom. Now five of them were wise, and the other five were foolish. The foolish ones took their
lamps but didn’t bring oil for them. But the wise ones took their lamps and also brought containers of oil. “When
the groom was late in coming, they all became drowsy and went to sleep. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Look, the
groom! Come out to meet him.” “Then all those bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. But the foolish
bridesmaids said to the wise ones, ‘Give us some of your oil, because our lamps have gone out.” “But the wise
bridesmaids replied, ‘No, because if we share with you, there won’t be enough for our lamps and yours. We have a
better idea. You go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.” But while they were gone to buy oil, the
groom came. Those who were ready went with him into the wedding. Then the door was shut. “Later the other
bridesmaids came and said, ‘Lord, lord, open the door for us.” “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know
you.” “Therefore, keep alert, because you don’t know the day or the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

(The Rev.) Randy Lord-Wilkinson



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, he suffered death and was buried.
the Father, the Almighty, On the third day he rose again
maker of heaven and earth, in accordance with the Scriptures;
of all that is, seen and unseen. he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, He will come again in glory
the only Son of God, to judge the living and the dead,
cternally begotten of the Father, and his kingdom will have no end.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
begotten, not made, the giver of life,
of one Being with the Father. who proceeds from the Father.
Through him all things were made. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
For us and for our salvation and glorified.
he came down from heaven: He has spoken through the Prophets.
by the power of the Holy Spirit We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
he became incarnate We acknowledge one baptism for the
from the Virgin Mary, forgiveness of sins.
and was made man. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People Form III

The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, and
Randy and Javier our clergy;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. You may offer your own prayers, silently or aloud.



The people may add their own petitions

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Mike Darracott, George Eng, Delores Finister, George Eng,
Sally and William Glick, Sue Jenkins, Melanie Mitchell, Fran Spina, Ruthie Swain, Suzanne Winterhalter, and all
those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as for all
those on our extended healing prayer list.

We pray for peace in the world and all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s
way, and their families.

Celebrant

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion
upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Leader Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Said, kneeling

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant alone stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Please stand at the presentation of the money and food offerings.

The Holy Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.



Celebrant

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready
the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds,
and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in
the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing;:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand.

Celebrant

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to
reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and
bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it,
and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make
us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with all
your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for
ever and ever. AMEN.



The Lord’s Prayer

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
holy is your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Foriive us our sins

Celebrant



