C ﬁii&htﬁe The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Ascension 14 May AD 2017

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

(The Rev.) Randy Lord-Wilkinson, Rector
The Rev. Javier Garcia Ocampo, Assistant to the Rector
Jerrold Tidwell, Minister of Music
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John 14:6

Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team
or the table by the Church Office door.
A nursery for children up through age three is available all morning in the Main Building, Room 2.

Please silence your audible devices.

Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative space
by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation.

Within the service, the people read the parts in bold print.



Opening Voluntary

Introit
Come unto me

Come unto me, lay your burdens down,
Come unto me, ye who seek my strength.
Come unto me, and gather in my name,

Sung by the choir.
Paul Kelley (1960- )

As we break the bread,
as we drink the wine,
in the name of God,
come unto me.

Paul Kelley
Hymn in Procession Sung by all.
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The Collect for Purity

Priest
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest

Sung by all.

1. Glo-ry to God in the

high -est,

might-y God and we  wor-ship you, we

give you thanks, we

William Mathias
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Celebrant and People Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to

know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.



The Word of God
The First Reading Acts 7:55-60
Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young
man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he

died.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God. %
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 In te, Domine, speravi

Read responsively by the first reader and the people.

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth.

My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

Make your face to shine upon your servant,
and in your loving-kindness save me.

The Second Reading 1 Peter 2:2-10
Reader A reading from First Peter.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen
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and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
“See, [ am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be
put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that
the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God. %
Hymn at the Sequence Sung by all.
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The Gospel John 14:1-14
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we
will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe
that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
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Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name
you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

Sermon Enid Cole
The people stand.
The Prayers of the People Form IIT

The Intercessor and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop,
and Randy and Javier our clergy;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. You may offer your own prayers, silently or aloud.

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Sandy Boynton, Carol Clark, Peg Custer, Mary
Davidock, Elinor Etienne, Joseph Ellis, Kirk Fitch, Sally Glick, William Glick, James Harris, Christine
Kroma, Margaret Joseph, Margaret Mirin, Al and Julie Pittman, Warren Porter, Nadir Menezes Rebougas,
Home Reitwiesner, Nancy Snee, Fran Spina, Tom Thiele, Suzanne Winterhalter, and all those who, in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

We give thanks for the lives of Jean Tshamala and Mildred Likwesa Mnamba, in whose the Altar Flower was
given by Clair Morin.



We pray for peace in the world and all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those in
harm’s way, and their families.

Equip us and empower us to be witnesses to your love — as advocates and as servants, as ministers of
welcome and of hope for refugees and all affected by natural disasters, violence, and war.

We pray for all special intentions, and those on our extended Healing Prayer List.

Celebrant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies,
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
Amen.

Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All kneel.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant alone stands a

Celebrant
People



