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Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from the table under the monitor in the narthex.

The entire service, including the music, is contained in this bulletin.
Beginning ten minutes before the service, please bhelp us create a contemplative space
by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation.

Please silence your audible devices.
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Gaithersburg, Maryland



CHORAL P

The people remain seated for the hymns and anthems.

RELUDE

Anthem
"Of the Father’s love begotten"  Sung by the Divinum Mysterium, 13" ¢. plainsong
choir Arr. Paul Wohlgemuth
Hymn Sung by all.
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming Est ist ein Ros
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1 Lo, how a  Rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath sprung!
2 1 sa iah ‘’twas fore - told it the Rose 1 have in  mind,
3 O Flower, whose fra-grance ten - der with sweet - ness fills the  air,
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Of Jes-se’s lin-eage com - ing as seers of old have sung.
with Ma-ry we be-hold it the Vir - gin Mo - ther kind.
dis - pel in glo-rious splen - dor the dark - ness ev - ery-where;
IR S S S R R NN R N
B ? SE== g - i
gt ‘ . .
o s ¢ = | :
DI * * Y
- —-—/ .
It came, a blos - som bright, a - mid the
To show God’s love a - right, she bore to
true man, yet ve ry  God, from sin  and
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cold of win ter, when half spent was the night.
us a Sa - vior, when half spent was the night
death now save us, and share our ev - ery load.
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Piano Voluntary by Andrew Kullberg

"Good Christians All Rejoice" Arr. Joseph M. Martin
Hymn Sung by all
"Angels we have heard on high"
Gloria
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An - gels we have heard on high, sing - ing sweet-ly through the night,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi- lee? Why these songs of hap - py cheer?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
4 See him in a man - ger laid whom the an-gels praise a - bove;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply ech - o - ing their brave de - light.
What greatbright-ness  did you see? What glad td - ings did you hear?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
Ma - ry, Jo -seph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.
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Duet by Andrew Kullberg and Sarah Anne Sillers
"Christmas Lullaby" Amy Grant



Hymn

Sung by all

"It came upon the midnight clear"
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1 It came up - on the mid - night clear, that
2 Sdll through  the clov - en skies they come with
3 Yet with the  woes of sin and  strife the
4 For lo! the  days are haste - ning on, by
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peace -
world
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ful wings un -
has suf - fered
phets seen of

old, from an - gels bend - ing
furled, and still  their heaven - ly

long; be - neath the heaven - ly

old, when with  the ev - er -
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near the earth 0 touch  their harps of gold:
mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - 1y world;
hymn  have rolled  two thou - sand years of wrong;
cir - cling years  shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from
a - bove its  sad and low - ly plains they
and war - ring hu - man - kind hears not the
when peace  shall o - ver all the earth its
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heaven’s all - gra - cious King.” The world in sol - emn
bend on hov - ering wing, and ev - er o'er its
tid -  ings which they bring; O hush  the noise and
- cient splen - dors fling, and all  the world give
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sill - mness lay o hear the an - gels sing.
Ba - bel - sounds the bless - ed an - gels  sing.
cease your strife and hear the an - gels sing!
back the  song which now - gels  sing.
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Anthem
“There’s a Song in the Air” Sung by the choir Paul Kelley (b. 1960)

THE ENTRANCE RITE
The people remain seated.

Opening Voluntary (Organ)

"The Wexford Carol" Trad. Irish carol, Arr. Mark Hayes (b. 1953)
Introit Sung by the choir
"Once in royal David's city" Irby

The people stand at the hymn and remain standing through the Collect for Christmas.



Hymn in Procession

Sung by all (verses 1-3 and 6).

"O come, all ye faithful" Adeste fideles
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10 come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and i - um-phant, O
2 God from__ God, Light from Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 See how the shep-herds, sum-moned to his cra-dle,
5 Child, for us sin - ners poor and in the man-ger,
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1 come ve, O come__  ye o Beth le - hem;
2 lo! he ab hors___  not the Vir - gin’s  womb;
3 sing, all ve ad - t-zens of heaven a - hove;
4 leav - ing their flocks, ~  draw___ nigh o gaze;
5 we would em brace___  thee, with love and awe;
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1 come, and be hold  him, born the King of an - gels;
2 on - ly be got - ten Son of  the Fa ther;
3 glo - 1y to God, glo - ry in  the high - est;
4 we 0o will thith - er bend our joy - ful foot - steps;
5 who would not love  thee, lov - ing us  so dear - ly?
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing;

Refrain



Opening Acclamation

Celebrant
People

The Collect for Purity

Celebrant and People

Gloria in excelcis

Blessed are you, holy and living one.
You come to your people and set them free.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sung by all. William Mathias

1. Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and
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peace to his peo-ple on  earth. 2. Lord God, heaven - ly King, al -

might -y God and Fa- ther, we  wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we
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you a-lone are the Ho - ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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God the Fa - ther A - men.

The Collect for Christmas

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the

true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on
earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The people sit.

THE WORD OF GOD
The First Reading [saiah 9:2-7

Reader A reading from Isaiah.

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has
dawned. You have made the nation great; you have increased its joy. They rejoiced before you as with
joy at the harvest, as those who divide plunder rejoice. As on the day of Midian, you have shattered the
yoke that burdened them, the staff on their shoulders, and the rod of their oppressor. Because every
boot of the thundering warriors, and every garment rolled in blood will be burned, fuel for the fire. A
child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will be on his shoulders. He will be named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be vast authority and
endless peace for David’s throne and for his kingdom, establishing and sustaining it with justice and
righteousness now and forever. The zeal of the LORD of heavenly forces will do this.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God. %



Psalm 96 Michel Guimont (b. 1950)
Verses chanted by the cantor; refrain sung by the people.

Refrain
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To - day, to - day, to - day is bornour Sav - ior, Christ the  Lord.
Verses
1. O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord 3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad; let the
all the earth. O sing to the Lord; bless his name. sea and all within it thunder praise. Let the land

and all it bears rejoice. Then will all the trees of
L . the wood shout for joy.
2. Proclaim his salvation day by day. Tell among 4, At the presence of the Lord, for he comes, he

the nations his glory, and his wonders among all comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world
the peoples. with justice; he will govern the peoples with his
truth.

Titus 2:11-14
The Second Reading

Reader A reading from Titus.

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. It educates us so that we can live
sensible, ethical, and godly lives right now by rejecting ungodly lives and the desires of this world. At
the same time we wait for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of our great God and savior
Jesus Christ. He gave himself for us in order to rescue us from every kind of lawless behavior, and

cleanse a special peop

Reader
People Thanks be to God. %



