The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
26 February A.D. 2017
7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(The Rev.) Randy Lord-Wilkinson, Rector
The Rev. Javier García Ocampo, Assistant to the Rector
Jason Cutshall, Seminarian
Jerrold Tidwell, Minister of Music
Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community. fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from one of the members of the Welcome Team
or the table next to the Church Office door.
We meet for coffee, tea, and snacks in the Narthex after each service.
The Nursery in Room 2 is open from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Within the bulletin, the people read the parts in bold print

• Please silence your audible devices •

THE WORD OF GOD
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Holy God.
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us
that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed
into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Exodus 24:12-18
The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there. I’ll give you the stone tablets with the
instructions and the commandments that I’ve written in order to teach them.” So Moses and his assistant Joshua
got up, and Moses went up God’s mountain. Moses had said to the elders, “Wait for us here until we come back to
you. Aaron and Hur will be here with you. Whoever has a legal dispute may go to them.” Then Moses went up the
mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The LORD’s glorious presence settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it for six days. On the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from the cloud. To the Israelites, the LORD’s
glorious presence looked like a blazing fire on top of the mountain. Moses entered the cloud and went up the
mountain. Moses stayed on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 2

Read responsively.

Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt,
and the princes plot together,
against the LORD and against his Anointed?
“Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”
He whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the Lord has them in derision.
Then he speaks to them in his wrath,
and his rage fills them with terror.
“I myself have set my king
upon my holy hill of Zion.”
Let me announce the decree of the LORD:
he said to me, “You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you.
Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.
You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
Submit to the LORD with fear,
and with trembling bow before him;
Lest he be angry and you perish;
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Happy are they all
who take refuge in him!
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [17:1-9]
Glory To You, Lord Christ.
Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them to the top of a very high mountain. He
was transformed in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light. Moses and
Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. Peter reacted to all of this by saying to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good that we’re
here. If you want, I’ll make three shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking,
look, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son whom I dearly love. I am very
pleased with him. Listen to him!” Hearing this, the disciples fell on their faces, filled with awe. But Jesus came and
touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. As they were
coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anybody about the vision until the Human One is
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raised from the dead.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Joey Rick, EDOW Canon for Congregational Vitality

Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People: Form VI

The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, Randy and Javier, our clergy, Jason, our seminarian, and all
bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. You may add your own prayers at this time silently or aloud.
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We pray for all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially Sandy Boynton, Debbie Capo, John Carman, Joann Gertig, William Glick, Diana Goldman, Dotty Pfadenhauer,
Sarah Rubin, William Joyce Ruppel, Roz Silver-Marcotte and Suzanne Winterhalter.
We pray for peace in the world and all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s way,
and their families.
Equip us and empower us to be witnesses to your love – as advocates and as servants, as ministers of welcome and of
hope for refugees and all affected by natural disasters, violence, and war.
We pray for all special intentions, and those on our extended Healing Prayer List.
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. You may offer your own prayers of thanksgiving at this time.
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All kneel. Silence may be kept.
Leader and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant alone stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen You in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Announcements

Please stand at the presentation4of the money and food offerings.

HOLY COMMUNION
Eucharistic Prayer A
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the
knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You may stand or kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer.
The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
holy is your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

And now,
as our Savior Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Administration of the Sacrament: All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Ascension. To receive communion, come to the communion station at the
direction of the Welcome Team. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or
you may hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup is offered to you. Gluten-free wafers are also available. Make your need known to the
Clergy by holding up three fingers. If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the communion
station and cross your arms over the front of your chest - this will alert the Clergy of your desire to be blessed. If you need communion brought to
you please let a member of the Welcome Team know.
Healing Prayers: If you would like to receive the laying on of hands for healing for yourself or another, go to the prayer annex beside the pulpit after
receiving communion. A healing minister will be there to pray with you.

When there is a Eucharistic Visitor present

People:

We send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those whom you visit may share with us in
the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
We who are many are one body because we all share one bread and one cup.

Let us pray.
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Prayer after Communion
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
Life is short, and we do not have too much time
to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us.
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind.
And may the blessing of the one who made us,
who journeys with us,
who breathes us into life moment by moment,
Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit,
be upon you
this day and always.

Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All readings are from the Common English Bible®, CEB® Copyright © 2010, 2011 by Common English Bible.™ Used with permission. All
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Worship Leaders
Today

Next Sunday

11:15 a.m.

David Burton
Sue Snay
Susan Ahalt
Avin Lalmansingh

Jason Cutshall
Chris Ruggeri
Carleton MacDonald
Alex Langley

Prayers
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David Burton
Barb Mansfield
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Edna Leake
Jason Cutshall
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Sarah Rubin
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Leslie Sanya
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Laura Shay

Readers
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9:00 a.m.
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Healing Prayer Ministers

7:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Jean Cohn
Susan McLalughlin
Jason Cutshall

Jason Cutshall
Major Clemens
Sarah Rubin

Acolytes

7:45 a.m.

Raymond Chin
Aidan Douglas

Ron Hayden
Aidan Douglas

9:00 a.m.

Kofi Kwamena-Poh
Gary McLaughlin
Richard McFarland

Bob Waters
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Lisa Dickson

7:45 a.m.

Enid Cole
Meredith Horan

Wadai Dennis
Janet King

9:00 a.m.
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Kevin Blanc
Algernon Thomas
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Bev Stennett
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Alex Langley
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Kendall Anderson

Sciou Broderick
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7:45 a.m.

Georgette Dennis

Enid Cole
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Kris Fitzpatrick
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Song Leader
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Eliane Dunn-Johnson
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Welcome Team

Altar Guild
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