The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table by the Church Office door.
Please silence your audible devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative
space by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation. Within the service, the people read the parts in bold
print.

The Entrance Rite

Opening Voluntary (Organ):
Variations on “Resignation”

Joseph Martin

The people stand and remain standing through the Collect of the Day.
Processional Hymn
The King of love my shepherd is

Sung by all.
1982 Hymnal # 646

Dominus regit me

Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
His mercy endureth forever.

The Decalogue
God spake these words, and said: I am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods but me.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the
earth beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow down to them, nor worship them.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Honor thy father and thy mother.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt do no murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not covet.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee.
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Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40
Celebrant then says: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Silence may be kept
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Celebrant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance,
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.
Kyrie eleison
Lord, have mercy upon us

1982 Hymnal # S 91

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
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Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Priest and People
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in
our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The people sit

The Word of God

The First Reading
Reader

1 Samuel 16:1-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

And the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over
Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among
his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee,
and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord. And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do:
and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came to
Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said,
Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the Lord: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. And it came to pass, when they were come, that he
looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord's anointed is before him. But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for
man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And
he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel
said unto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said,
There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch
him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of
a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. Then Samuel took
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that
day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 (Read responsively)

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.

He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name's sake.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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The Second Reading
Reader

Ephesians 5:8-14

A reading from the epistle of the apostle Saint Paul to the Ephesians.

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which
are done of them in secret. But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light.
Reader
People
The people stand.
Sequence Hymn

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God.
Sung by all.

I want to walk as a child of the light
1982 Hymnal # 490
Houston
First two verses are sung before the Gospel reading; last verse is sung after the Gospel reading.
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The Gospel
Gospeller
People

John 4:5-42
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his
parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I must work the works of him that sent me, while
it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. When he
had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way
therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was
blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he.
Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made
clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I
received sight. Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not. They brought to the Pharisees him that
aforetime was blind. And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. Then again the
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed,
and do see. Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day.
Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them. They say unto
the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. But the Jews
did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him
that had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth
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he now see? His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: But by
what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall
speak for himself. These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that
if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. Therefore said his parents, He is of
age; ask him. Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that
this man is a sinner. He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas
I was blind, now I see. Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? He answered
them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples?
Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. We know that God spake unto
Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a
marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. Now we know that God
heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. Since the world began
was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. If this man were not of God, he could do
nothing. They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast
him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on
the Son of God? He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou
hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. And Jesus
said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be
made blind. And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind
also? Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin
remaineth.
Gospeller
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
Sermon

The Rev. Deacon Eugene Wright

The people stand.
The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the
Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver
of Life, who proceedeth from the Father;
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified; who spake by the
Prophets.
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give
thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess
thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Mariann
and Chilton, our Bishops, and Javier and Eugene, our clergy, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth
thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart
and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the
days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every land, that
they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation,
they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this transitory
life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
Additional petitions and thanksgivings may be included.
We pray for comfort, healing, courage, and hope for Samuel Tellu, Sciou Broderick, Marcia Noble, Eduardo Rincon,
Warren Porter, Sue Jenkins, Judy Conroy, Jean Cohn, Johnetta Mars-Gibson, Susan McLaughlin, Amy VanDalinda,
Clint Miller, Peg Ruppel, Fran Spina, Beth Petruzzelli, Lin Keene, Sally Glick, William Glick, Rachelle Vazquez, and
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as those on
our extended healing prayer list.
We pray for peace in the world and all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s
way, and their families.
All say the prayer for Ascension:
God of all, we offer thanks to you for this our parish, Church of the Ascension, as we gather here together in
your name. Bless us with remembrance of those who founded this parish, erected the walls, and provided
the space we have today. We pray that we may continue their work with perseverance and faithfulness to
become a truly One Ascension for this community. We pray for strength, steadfastness, and vision for Padre
Javier on his journey as our Rector. Guide us as we walk the way with him. We pray that the path we take
together and the light that shows us the way are your own. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant
them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints,
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
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The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord and are then seated.
Announcements
Offertory Sentence

Celebrant
If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother or sister hath aught
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother or sister, and
then come and offer thy gift. Matthew 5:23, 24
Hymn at the Presentation
God of mercy, God of grace

Sung by all, standing.
1982 Hymnal # 538
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Lucerna Laudomiae

The Holy Communion
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Celebrant
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was in every way tempted as we are, yet did not sin; by whose grace we are
able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose again.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name;
evermore praising thee, and saying,
Sanctus –
Holy, holy, holy

1982 Hymnal # S 114

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena

The people kneel or stand; the Celebrant continues.
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once
offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and
sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of
this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do
this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts,
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless
and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them
according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving;
most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his
blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and
living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy
grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to
accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ
our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem
Lamb of God

Sung by all.
The Hymnal 1982 # S 158

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena

Celebrant and People
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But
thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in
us. Amen.
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The people sit.
Administration of the Sacrament: All are welcome to the Lord's Table at Ascension. To receive communion, come to a communion station at the
direction of the Welcome Team. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you,
or you may hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup is offered to you.
Gluten-free wafers are also available. Make your need known to the Clergy by holding up three fingers.
If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please cross your arms on your chest – this will alert the Clergy of your desire to
be blessed.
If you need communion brought to you please let a member of the Welcome Team know.
Healing Prayers: If you would like to receive the laying on of hands for healing for yourself or another, go to the prayer annex beside the pulpit
after receiving communion. A healing minister will be there to pray with you.
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Communion Hymn
Amazing Grace

Sending Forth of Eucharistic Visitor
Celebrant
People

1982 Hymnal #671

New Britain

When at this service

We send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those whom you visit may share with us in the
communion of Christ's body and blood.
We who are many are one body because we all share one bread and one cup.
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Prayer after Communion
The people kneel or stand.
Celebrant

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries,
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that
holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
Solemn Prayer over the People
Celebrant: Bow down before the Lord

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those whom you have nourished
by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The people stand.
Recessional Hymn
O for a thousand tongues to sing

Sung by all.
1982 Hymnal # 493
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Azmon

Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary (Organ)
Prelude and Fugue in D Major

George Frederic Handel

PERMISSIONS: Section: Jesus Christ our Lord Title: I want to walk as a child of the light Meter: Irr. with Refrain Words: Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934)Music: Houston,
Kathleen
Thomerson (b. 1934)Section:Jesus Christ our LordTitle:O for a thousand tongues to sing Meter: CMWords: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music: Azmon, Carl Gotthilf Gläser (17841829); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)Section: The Church’s MissionTitle: God of mercy, God of graceMeter:77. 77. 77Words:Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt.Music:L
ucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874-1948)Copyright: Music: By permission of Oxford University Press.Section:The Christian LifeTitle:The King of love my shepherd isMeter:87.
87Words:Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877); para. Psalm 23Music: Dominus regit me, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876); desc. David Willcocks (b. 1919)Copyright:Music: Descant by
permission of Oxford University Press.Section:The Christian LifeTitle:Amazing grace! how sweet the sound Meter: CM Words: John Newton (1725-1807), alt.; st. 5, from A Collection
of Sacred Ballads, 1790; compiled by Richard Broaddus and Andrew Broaddus Music: New Britain, from Virginia Harmony 1831; adapt. att. Edwin Othello Excell (1851-1921); harm.
Austin Cole Lovelace (b. 1919)Copyright: Music: Harmonization copyright © 1974 by Abingdon Press.Copyright:Words: Copyright © 1970, 1975, Celebration, Aliquippa, PA 15001.
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. The Holy Eucharist: Rite One is from the Book of Common Prayer © 1979 Church Publishing, Inc. Scripture readings are from the New Revised
Standard Version of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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