The Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 29, 2020
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews, or take one of our
welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table by the Church office door.
Please silence your audible devices.
Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative space by refraining from cell phone use or
loud conversation.
Within the service, the people read the parts in bold print.

The Entrance Rite
Opening Voluntary (Organ)

Meditation de Thais
Processional Hymn

Come down, O love divine

Jules Massanet

Sung by all.
1982 Hymnal #516
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Down Ampney

Penitential Order

Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever.

The Decalogue
Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8,9

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
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Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Kyrie Eleison
Lord, have mercy

1982 Hymnal # S 96
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The Collect of the Day

Priest
People
Priest

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Priest and People
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love
what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people sit.
The Word of God
The First Reading

Reader

Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope
is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will
act,” says the Lord.

Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 130 (Read responsively)
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice;
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

My soul waits for the Lord,
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss,
O Lord, who could stand?

O Israel, wait for the Lord,
for with the Lord there is mercy;

For there is forgiveness with you;
therefore you shall be feared.

With him there is plenteous redemption,
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope.
The Second Reading

Reader

Romans 8:6-11

A reading from the epistle of the apostle Saint Paul to the Romans.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

Take my hand, precious Lord

Sung by all.
Lift Every Voice and Sing #106

Thomas A. Dorsey

First two verses are sung before the Gospel reading; last verse is sung after the Gospel reading.
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The Gospel

Gospeller
People

John 11:1-45
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because
the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken
him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some
two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you
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are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling
for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still
at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he
cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him..

Gospeller
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Susan McLaughlin

The people stand.
The Nicene Creed

Priest and People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

Form I

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishops, Mariann and Chilton, for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence.
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The People may add their own petitions.
We pray for comfort, healing, courage, and hope for Samuel Tellu, Sciou Broderick, Marcia Noble, Eduardo Rincon, Warren
Porter, Sue Jenkins, Judy Conroy, Jean Cohn, Johnetta Mars-Gibson, Susan McLaughlin, Clint Miller, Peg Ruppel, Fran
Spina, Lin Keene, Sally Glick, William Glick, Rachel Vazquez, and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow,
need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as those on our extended healing prayer list.
We pray for peace in the world and all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s way, and
their families.
All say the prayer for Ascension:
God of all, we offer thanks to you for this our parish, Church of the Ascension, as we gather here together in your name. Bless
us with remembrance of those who founded this parish, erected the walls, and provided the space we have today. We pray
that we may continue their work with perseverance and faithfulness to become a truly One Ascension for this community. We
pray for strength, steadfastness, and vision for Padre Javier on his journey as our Rector. Guide us as we walk the way with
him. We pray that the path we take together and the light that shows us the way are your own. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace

Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Sentence

Celebrant If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother or sister hath aught against thee, leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother or sister, and then come and offer thy gift.

Matthew 5:23, 24
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Holy Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselvesalone, but for him who died for us and rose again.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy

1982 Hymnal # S 130
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Celebrant continues.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
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Celebrant and People
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Fraction Anthem

Jesus, Lamb of God

1982 Hymnal # S 164
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Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Administration of the Sacrament: All are welcome to the Lord's Table at Ascension. To receive communion, come to a
communion station at the direction of the Welcome Team. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and
then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or you may hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup is offered
to you. Gluten-free wafers are also available. Make your need known to the Clergy by holding up three fingers. If you wish to
receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please cross your arms on your chest – this will alert the Clergy of your
desire to be blessed. If you need communion brought to you please let a member of the Welcome Team know. Healing
Prayers: If you would like to receive the laying on of hands for healing for yourself or another, go to the prayer annex beside
the pulpit after receiving communion. A healing minister will be there to pray with you.
Prayer after Communion

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
Solemn Prayer over the People

Celebrant: Bow down before the Lord
Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing this holy season, they may learn to know you
more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; through Christ our Lord.Amen.

The people stand.
Recessional Hymn

I am the bread of life

Sung by all.
1982 Hymnal # 335
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I Am the Bread of Life
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Dismissal

Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary (Organ)

Little Prelude and Fugue in E minor

– J.S. Bach

PERMISSIONS: Section: Holy Eucharist Title: I am the bread of life Meter: Irr. with Refrain Words: Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927), adapt. of John 6 Music: I Am the Bread
of Life, Suzanne Toolan (b. 1927); arr. Betty Pulkingham (b. 1928) Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1971, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Music: Copyright © 1971, G.I.A.
Publications, Inc. Section: The Holy Spirit Title: Come down, O Love divine Meter: 66. 11. D Words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (18331890), alt. Music: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) Copyright: Music: By permission of Oxford University Press. Section: Jesus Christ our Lord Title:
Take My Hand, Precious Lord Words: Thomas A. Dorsey (1899-1993) Music: Thomas A. Dorsey; arrs. Horace Clarence Boyer (b. 1935) Copyright: Words &
Music Copyright © 1940 Unichappell Music, Inc. Copyright Renewed. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Section: The Holy Eucharist Title:The Holy
Eucharist II, Lord have mercy: Kyrie Music: From Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) Copyright:
Copyright © 1985
GIA Publications, Inc. Section: The Holy Eucharist Title: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus Music:
From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert
(1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) Copyright: Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Section: The Holy Eucharist Title:
The Holy Eucharist, Fraction
Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei Music: From Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) Copyright: Adaptation: Copyright
© 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two is from the Book of Common Prayer © 1979 Church Publishing, Inc. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of The
Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
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