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Choral Evensong 
The Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels 

September 29, 2022 
8:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Welcome to Ascension! For more information about our community, please fill out a welcome card, found at either 
end of the pews, or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table in the narthex.  

 
Please silence your electronic devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative 

space by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation. 
 

About this Service: This evening service of prayer commemorates The Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels, also 
known as ‘Michaelmas.’ St. Michael was one of the principal angelic warriors and protector against the dark of night 
who fought against Satan and his evil angels. Because this feast day falls near the equinox, the occasion is associated 

with the beginning of autumn and the shortening of days. It was believed that negative forces were stronger in 
darkness and families would require stronger defenses during the later months of the year. Thus, the celebration of 

Michaelmas is also associated with asking for protection from God’s angels during the later months of the year.  
 

The people’s responses are in bold.  
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PRELUDE 
Prière du Soir                                                       Joseph Jongen 
 
The people stand as able, and all sing the hymn.   
 
HYMN IN PROCESSION • 282                                           
Christ the fair glory of the holy angels                                    Tune: Caelites plaudant 
 
 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 
The people remain standing. 
 
PRECES • S 58  

 
 
PHOS HILARON • 36 
O gladsome Light             Tune: Le Cantique de Siméon 
 
The people are seated. 
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Psalm 103:19-22 (Chanted by the Choir)             Robert Knox Kennedy 
 
The Lord has set his throne in heaven,  
and his kingship has dominion over all. 
 
Bless the Lord, you angels of his, 
you mighty ones who do his bidding,  
and hearken to the voice of his word. 
 
Bless the Lord, all you his hosts,  
you ministers of his who do his will. 

Bless the Lord, all you works of his, 
in all places of his dominion; 
bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
And to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now,  
And will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
THE LESSONS 

 
 
THE FIRST READING                             Genesis 28:10-17 
  
Reader  A reading from the book of Genesis. 
 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because the 
sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed 
that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the 
dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was 
afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
 
Reader  Here ends the reading.  
 
The people stand as able, and all sing the canticle.   
 
MAGNIFICAT (The Song of Mary) • 437            
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord                 Tune: Woodlands 
 
The people are seated.  
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THE SECOND READING                         Revelation 12:7-12  
 
Reader  A reading from the book of Revelation.  
 
War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels fought 
back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was 
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  
 

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,  
 
“Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Messiah, 
for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 
who accuses them day and night before our God. 
But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, 
for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 
Rejoice then, you heavens 
and those who dwell in them! 
But woe to the earth and the sea, 
for the devil has come down to you 
with great wrath, 
because he knows that his time is short!” 
 

Reader  Here ends the reading.  
 
The people stand as able, and all sing the canticle.  
 
NUNC DIMITTIS (The Song of Simeon) • 499            
Lord God, you now have set your servant free                           Tune: Song 1 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED (Chanted by all on a monotone)  

 
Officiant  I believe in God, 
All   the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS 
The people kneel. 
 
LESSER LITANY  
Chanted on a monotone.  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary) 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
SUFFRAGES • S 63                      Tone I 

 
Officiant That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
People  We entreat you, O Lord. 
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Officiant That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
People  We entreat you, O Lord. 
Officiant That there may be peace to your Church and the whole world, 
People  We entreat you, O Lord. 
Officiant That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgement 

seat of Christ, 
People  We entreat you, O Lord. 
Officiant That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Saint Michael and all your 

saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
People  We entreat you, O Lord. 
 
COLLECT FOR THE FEAST OF SAINT MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
 
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of angels and mortals: 
Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven, so by your appointment they may 
help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us, your servants, that 
peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being 
delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR MISSION 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.  
 
The people are seated.  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS               
 
The people are seated for the anthem. During this time, an offering is received to support Ascension’s 
ministry of sharing God’s love with the world. To donate electronically, text ASCENSIONMD + 
donation amount to 73256 or scan the QR Code with your phone or mobile device.  
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ANTHEM (Sung by the Choir) 
How shall I sing that majesty?        Hymn Tune: Coe Fen, arr. J.R. Daniels 
 

How shall I sing that majesty which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 

Thousands of thousands stand around thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound thy praise; but who am I? 

Thy brightness unto them appears, whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, but they behold thy face. 

They sing, because thou art their Sun; Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun there alleluias be. 

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, inflame it with love's fire; 
then shall I sing and bear a part with that celestial choir. 

I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, Lord, treasure up my mite. 
How great a being, Lord, is thine, which doth all beings keep! 

Thy knowledge is the only line to sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, thy place is everywhere. 

 
PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The people stand as able, and all sing the hymn.  
 
HYMN AT THE CLOSING • 625 
Ye holy angels bright             Tune: Darwell’s 148th 
 
DISMISSAL • S 65 

 
POSTLUDE 
Prelude in the Classic Style          Gordon Young 
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Service Participants:  
The Rev. Javier García Ocampo – Rector 
Tracey Forfa – Seminarian 
Andrew Kullberg - Minister of Music 
Jesse Velazquez - Spanish Service Music Director 
Rhee Howard and Lauren Kingsland, Readers 
Ascension Choir 
Ascension Technology Team 
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