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The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost  

October 23, 2022 

       8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

The Rev. Javier García Ocampo, Rector   

Tracey Forfa and Rosa Briones, Seminarian 

Andrew Kullberg, Minister of Music 

Jesse Velazquez, Spanish Service Musical Director 

The people stand.       

                                                                                 

Priest   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Priest and People 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

The Collect for the Day 

 

Priest  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Priest  Let us pray. 

 

Priest and people 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain 

what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated 

The First Reading        Joel 2:23-32 

 

Reader  A reading from the book of the prophet Joel.  

 

O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 

he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be 

full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has 

eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty 

and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people 

shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your 

God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. Then afterward I will pour out my 

spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 

men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. I will show 

portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, 

and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has 

said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
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Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 65 

 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 

to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

 

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 

because of their transgressions. 

 

Our sins are stronger than we are, * 

but you will blot them out. 

 

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 

they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 

 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, * 

O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

 

You make fast the mountains by your power; * 

they are girded about with might. 

 

You still the roaring of the seas, * 

the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 

you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 

the river of God is full of water. 

 

You prepare the grain, * 

for so you provide for the earth. 

 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 

with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

 

You crown the year with your goodness, * 

and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 

and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 

let them shout for joy and sing. 

 

The people stand 
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The Gospel          Luke 18:9-14 

 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with 

contempt: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax collector, 

standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, `God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 

 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The people are seated 

 

Sermon        The Rev. Javier G. Ocampo 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

The people stand.  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the Father 

and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People         Form III 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Judy Conroy, Steve Heinig, Lucia Valenzuela, Sue Jenkins, 

Ruthie Swain, Robert Taylor, Nikka Hakimi, Ruth Harrison, Didi Smith, Lowell Smith, Sari Stoddard, and all 

those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as for all 

those on our extended healing prayer list. 

 

We pray for peace in the world and for the victims of war everywhere. We pray especially for the people of 

Ukraine, those who are defending them, and those who are sheltering the refugees, caring for the wounded, and 

feeding the hungry.  We also pray for all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s 

way, and their families. 

 

We give thanks for the life of Doris B. Froelich, who passed away September 27, 2022. 

 

We give thanks to almighty God for granting Christian Nwankwo new life in the form of a new kidney, after 

almost five years of dialysis. 

 

We give thanks for the recent birthdays of Christopher Ahalt, Paul Whitmore, Jillian Foley, Anthony Thom, 

Grace Bennett, and Alice Bennett. 

 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords with your will; 

and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin  

 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

People:  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 

denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 

that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

 

Offertory Sentence   

    

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

 

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion and an offering is received to support Ascension’s ministry of 

sharing God’s love with the world. 

 

● Text ASCENSIONMD + Amount to 73256 to give a donation using your text messaging 

 Or scan the QR code    

The Holy Communion 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy.  

 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us 

in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us 

and call us to fullness of life. 

 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with 

all creation as we sing: 

 

 



6 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people kneel or remain standing 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and 

called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 

and show forth your bountiful grace.  

 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world 

around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to 

care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

 

Through Abraham and Sarah, you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us 

in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you 

sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he 

revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 

freedom and life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By 

your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these 

gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting 

heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your 

Name for ever. 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

 

Celebrant  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to 

receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy 

Communion. 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We offer you praise 

and thanksgiving as we proclaim your resurrection. We love you above all, and long for you in our souls. 

Since we cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into our hearts. 

Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we 

live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at Church of the Ascension. Please follow the directions of the 

Priest. In addition to using a communion kit or receiving bread only, you may now receive in both parts but with 

the caveat that intincting (“dipping”) is not permitted; only receiving the wine by drinking from the cup.  

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread 

of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. We thank you for the Body of Christ, the bread of 

heaven, and for the offering of Christ’s holy presence, the gift of spiritual communion, which feeds us when 

we must be apart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we become One Body in the sacrament of Christ’s 

Body. Transform our lives with your life, for the love we share becomes bread for the world.  AMEN. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us. So be 

swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And may the blessing of the one who made us, who journeys with us, 

who breathes us into life moment by moment, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and all your loved 

ones this day and always. Amen.  

 



8 
 

Dismissal 

 

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two is from the Book of Common Prayer © 1979 Church Publishing, Inc. Scripture 

readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.  


