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Prelude 

 

The people stand. 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 

All who have faith in me shall have life, 

even though they die. 

And all who have life, 

and have committed themselves to me in faith, 

shall not die for ever. 

 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.  

After my awaking, he will raise me up; 

and in my body I shall see God. 

I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 

who is my friend and not a stranger. 

For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,  

and if we die, we die in the Lord. 

So, then, whether we live or die, 

we are the Lord's possession 

Happy from now on 

are those who die in the Lord! 

So it is, says the Spirit, 

for they rest from their labors. 
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Celebrant      The Lord be with you 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant      Let us pray. 

 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother 

Edgar Neal. We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, 

to know and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your 

boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in 

death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may 

continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with 

those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: deal 

graciously with his family in their grief. Surround them with your love, 

that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in 

your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

First Reading    Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 

            

A reading from the book of Lamentations. 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is 
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my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The Lord is 

good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good 

that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. For the Lord 

will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not 

willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 

 

Celebrant  Here what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23           

 

The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

 

He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

 

He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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You spread a table before me in the presence of those 

who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 

 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

Second Reading   Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39 

            

A reading from the letter of the apostle St. Paul to the Romans. 

 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.  The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies 

with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then 

we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share 

in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider 

that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 

will be revealed in us.  For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 

children of God to be revealed.  Who then is the one who condemns? 

No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—
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is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  No, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I 

am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Celebrant  Here what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

The people stand. 

 

Hymn # 671       Amazing Grace  
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Gospel         John 14:1-6 

 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to John.    

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 

also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 

were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know 

the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
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do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus 

said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 

Celebrant   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.   

 

Sermon           The Rev. Javier G. Ocampo 

        

The people stand as able.       

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith 

and say, 

 

Celebrant and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People   

    

For our brother Edgar, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I 

am resurrection and I am Life." 

 

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us 

who mourn for Edgar, and dry the tears of those who weep. 

Hear us, Lord. 
 

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 

Hear us, Lord. 
 

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to 

the joys of heaven. 

Hear us, Lord. 
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Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; 

give him fellowship with all your saints. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the 

table in your heavenly kingdom. 

Hear us, Lord. 

 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be 

our consolation, and eternal life our hope. 

 

Celebrant   

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Edgar, who was 

reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death 

may recall to us your victory over death and be an occasion for us to 

renew our trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow 

where you have led the way; and where you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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Offertory Sentence   

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and 

labor to the Lord. 

Hymn # 335 Verses 1-3   I’m the bread of life  
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The Holy Communion 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and 

comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful 

people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body 

lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the 

heavens. 

 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus             The Hymnal 1982 # S 130    
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The Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 

made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 

made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 

stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me."  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 

that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 

the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 



17 
 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 

us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

 

Celebrant   The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

Instrumental music 

 

Post-Communion  

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us 

with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son 

Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. 

Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and 

a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, 

neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your 

saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Commendation 

 

Celebrant   

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,  

where sorrow and pain are no more,  

neither sighing, but life everlasting.  
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You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we 

are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did 

you ordain when you created me, saying, "You are dust, and to dust you 

shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we 

make our song:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 

where sorrow and pain are no more, 

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant  

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Edgar. 

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 

of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into 

the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and 

into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of 

those who travel the way with us. So be swift to love and make haste to 

be kind. And may the blessing of the one who made us, who journeys 

with us, who breathes us into life moment by moment, Creator, Christ, 

and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and all your loved ones, this day and 

always.  Amen. 
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Hymn LEVAS 60    How Great Thou Art  
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Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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Obituary 

Edgar H. Neal, 86, of Germantown, Maryland died peacefully on 

Saturday, October 1, 2022. 

 

He was born in Monongahela, Pa on June 25, 1936, son of the late 

Horace Neal and Vera Jane Neal.  He went on to graduate from South 

Huntington High School, Class of 1954 and enrolled at Pennsylvania 

State University, where he graduated in 1958 with a Bachelor’s Degree 

in Electrical Engineering.  Not long after graduation he met his loving 

wife, Helen Smiy, originally from Jeannette, PA, and they married in 

1959.  Soon after a son, Gary Neal came along in 1960 and later another 

son, Robert Neal was born in 1963.  

 

He worked several jobs throughout his engineering career including for 

the Raytheon Company in Boston, Massachusetts, EG&G in Rockville, 

Maryland as well as Northrop Grumman in Northern Virginia.  He also 

started his own company, Neal Research Associates.  He loved learning, 

especially Mathematics which applied to his work in Sonar Signal 

Processing.  He earned a Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering from 

George Washington University.  In addition he also taught several short 

courses in Sonar Signal Processing nationally as well as internationally 

through George Washington University.   He also taught several 

graduate level courses in electrical engineering through George 

Washington.   
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He loved learning and specifically studying and applying solutions via 

the use of Mathematics.  You could often find him in the basement of 

his home in the evenings and on weekends researching scientific books 

or working through different equations.  In addition to his scientific 

work, he enjoyed spending time with his brothers and sister as well as 

enjoying the occasional youth baseball game involving his grandson.  He 

also never missed a televised Penn State football game. 

 

He is survived by his loving wife, Helen Smiy Neal, his sister, Priscilla 

Neal of Madison, PA, two brothers, Earl Neal and his wife, Donna, of 

Madison PA, and Donald Neal and his wife, Sharon of Melbourne, FL; 

two sons, Gary Neal and his wife, Sheila of Cudjoe Key, FL, and Robert 

Neal and his wife, Andrea of Virginia Beach, VA; two grandchildren, 

Amber Neal and Matthew Neal, as well as several nieces and nephews. 

Arrangements will be made by Devol Funeral Home in Gaithersburg, 

Maryland.  Friends will be received from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 

October 12th at Church of the Ascension, 205 South Summit Ave, 

Gaithersburg, MD with a service immediately following.  There will be 

an additional service at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 15th at Beatty-

Rich Funeral Home, Route 136, Madison, PA.  Interment will follow at 

Westmoreland County Memorial Park Cemetery, Hempfield Township.  
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