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THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT

Saturday December 24, 2022
Holy Simplicity
by Jan Kwiatkowski

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child!  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

—Joseph Mohr, Silent Night

I was a church musician for seventeen years. For several of those years, 
the choir director and I worked simultaneously at two churches. On 

Sundays Bill would leave a!er communion at church A, drive to church 
B, while I directed the choir anthem, played the "nal hymn, and then 
headed to church B. Bill started the service at church B, and I arrived 
by the "rst reading, just in time to play the rest of the service. During 
Christmas and Easter, this arrangement got complicated. One very 
snowy Christmas Eve, our trips to church B were slower than either of 
us planned on. We almost hit each other at an intersection. True story.

Bill contacted the priest to let him know we would not be there in time 
to start the service. #e priest had musical ability and was able to lead 
hymns without instrumental accompaniment. By the time we arrived at 
church B, hand-held candles illuminated the church and it was time to 
sing Silent Night. Following the quiet instrumental introduction voices 
began to sing. Time seemed to stop.

#is familiar hymn, recalling images of tenderness, love, pure light, and 
peace, reminded Bill and me that our earnest Christmas preparations 
were small compared to the profoundly simple gi! of God’s perfect love.

Making It Personal: Which lyrics of Silent Night speak to you at this 
moment? How has your understanding of simplicity evolved since the 
"rst Sunday of Advent? If things don’t go as planned for you today or 
tomorrow, how might you remain open to the unexpected ways in which 
God can still show up?

 

 

 

 




