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Choral Evensong 
The Feast of Absalom Jones  

Sunday, February 19, 2022 
5:00 p.m. 

 
Welcome to Ascension! For more information about our community, please fill out a welcome card, found at either 

end of the pews, or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table in the narthex.  
 

Please silence your electronic devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative 
space by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About this Service: This evening service of prayer commemorates The Feast of The Rev. Absalom Jones. Born into slavery in 
Delaware in 1746, he taught himself to read using the New Testament as one of his resources. At age 16, Jones’ mother, sister, 
and five brothers were sold, but he was brought to Philadelphia by his master where he attended a night school for African 
Americans operated by Quakers. He served as lay minister for the black membership at St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church 
with his friend, Richard Allen and together they established the Free Society to aid in the emancipation of slaves. After the forced 
segregation of St. George’s Church, Jones and Allen, with the assistance of Quakers and Episcopalians, established the “First 
African Church” in Philadelphia in 1792. That same year, the African Church applied to join the Episcopal Church under the 
condition that if qualified, Jones must be ordained as its minister. Upon acceptance into Diocese of Pennsylvania, the church was 
renamed The African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. Jones became a deacon but was not ordained a priest until seven years 
later in 1802. At 56 years old, he became the first Black American priest. He continued to be a leader in his community and called 
upon congress to abolish the slave trade and provide gradual emancipation of existing slaves. Jones died in 1818.  
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The people’s responses are in bold.  
PRELUDE 
Adoration                                                      Florence Price 
 
During the prelude, the choir and clergy process to the front of the church. When the processional begins, the people stand 
as able and remain standing for the Preces and Phos Hilaron.  

 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

 
PRECES 

 
PHOS HILARON (O Gracious Light) 
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The people are seated. 
 
Psalm 126 (Chanted by the Choir)                              Chant by Carl MaultsBy 

 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  
then were we like those who dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,  
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
Then they said among the nations, 
"The Lord has done great things for them." 
The Lord has done great things for us, 
and we are glad indeed. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 
Those who sowed with tears  
will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,  
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Spirit;  
As it was in the beginning, is now,  
And will be forever, Amen. 

 
 

THE READINGS 
 
 
THE FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 42:5-9 
  
Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
Reader  Here ends the reading.  
 
The people stand as able.  
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MAGNIFICAT (The Song of Mary) 
 The cantor introduces the refrain, then all repeat. The text of the canticle is sung by the choir. 
 

 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
    the Almighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his Name.  
He has mercy on those who fear him  
    in every generation.  
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit.  
 
The cantor sings the refrain, then all repeat. 
 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
    and has lifted up the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with good things,  
    and the rich he has sent away empty.  
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,  
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  
The promise he made to our fathers,  
    to Abraham and his children for ever.  
 
The cantor sings the refrain, then all repeat. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
    and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
    and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
The cantor sings the refrain, then all repeat. 

 
 
 
The people are seated.  
 
THE SECOND READING                         John 15:12-15  
 
Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not 
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.” 
 
Reader  Here ends the reading.  
 
The people stand as able, and all sing the canticle.  
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NUNC DIMITTIS (The Song of Simeon)            

 
THE APOSTLES CREED (Chanted by all on a monotone)  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The people kneel or sit reverently. 

THE PRAYERS 
 
Cantor  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Cantor  Let us pray.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Caribbean)  
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SUFFRAGES 

 
 

COLLECT FOR THE FEAST OF ABSALOM JONES 
 
Celebrant Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the steadfast 
courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the 
children of God, which you have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people are seated. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
During the anthem, an offering will be received to support Ascension’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the 
world. All are invited to make a gift as the plate is passed. To donate electronically, text ASCENSIONMD + 
donation amount to 73256 or scan the QR Code with your phone or mobile device.  
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ANTHEM (Sung by the Choir) 
There is a Balm in Gilead        Negro Spiritual, arr. Steven Milloy 
 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, 
There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my works in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit, revives my soul again. 

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, and say, “He died for all!” 

Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend. 
And if you lack for knowledge, he’ll ne’er refuse to lend. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING 
 
Reader  Loving God, bless us as we gather in your name. May we be your hands, heart, feet, and Word in a 
world so torn apart by hate, war, greed, and divisions. Give us your grace to do your will in all that we undertake.  
 
All sing the response.  

 
 

Reader  Loving God, we pray for the Motherland, we pray for people in the diaspora, we pray for those who 
suffer discrimination because of race, sexual orientation, creed, or class. Make us children of your love, justice, and 
peace.   
 
All repeat, “This little light…”  
 
Reader  Jesus, our brother, you gave good news to the poor, sight to the blind, hope to those in despair, and 
you set the captives free. Make us mindful of the need to be your good news, your liberation, and your light.    
 
All repeat, “This little light…”  
 
Reader  Jesus, our brother, you raise us up on eagle’s wings, you make us shine like the sun, and you hold us in 
the palm of your hand. Let us never forget where we have come from, let us always remember on whose shoulders we 
stand, and let us never tire of helping our brothers and sisters.   
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All repeat, “This little light…”  
Reader  Holy Spirit of God, you inspired Moses, Elijah, and Absalom to be your prophets. Help us to serve 
you by imitating their deeds and give us the grace to speak truth to power.    
 
All repeat, “This little light…”  
 
Reader  Holy Spirit of God, sometimes we feel like motherless children. Help us never to forget the gift of 
music, poetry, song, and dance. May we praise your name in all that we do.    
 
All repeat, “This little light…”  
Reader  For what else should we pray?    
 
The people may add their own petitions and thanksgivings either silently or aloud.  
 
All repeat, “This little light…”  
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your unmeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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The people stand as able, and all sing the hymn. 
 
HYMN AT THE CLOSING • 44 (Lift Every Voice and Sing II) 
Blessed Absalom              Tune: Lauda Anima 
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DISMISSAL  

 
 
POSTLUDE 
Postlude on “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                  J. Rosamond Johnson, arr. John G. Barr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service Participants:  
The Rev. Javier García Ocampo – Rector 
Rosa Briones, Deacon 
Tracey Forfa – Seminarian 
Andrew Kullberg – Minister of Music 
Jesse Velasquez – Spanish Service Music Director 
Betsy Hasegawa – Cantor 
The Ascension Choir 
The Ascension Technology Team 
 
Permissions: Afro-Centric Liturgical Music © 2007 Carl MaultsBy & Malted Milk Music. Church publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. O gracious Light: Words by Christopher L. Webber from A New Metrical Psalter, © 1986 by Christopher L. Webber, Church Publishing, Inc., 
[www.churchpublishing.org] Music: Arlington, Thomas A. Arne (1710-1778) Blessed Absalom: Words by Harold T. Lewis (b.1947), Music: Lauda Anima, 
John Goss (1800-1880), Words Copyright © 1992 Harold T. Lewis. Prayers in this service are written by Mark Bozzuti-Jones. Scripture readings are from the 
New Revised Standard Version of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



 12 

 
 


