
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 14 

August 10, 2025 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to Ascension! For more information about our community, please fill out a welcome card, found at either 

end of the pews, or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table in the 

narthex. Please silence your electronic devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a 

contemplative space by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation. 

The people’s responses are in bold. 

Opening Voluntary 
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Processional Hymn        The Hymnal 1982 # 596 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor      Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens 

 
 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant and people 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS:        The Hymnal 1982 # S 280 

Glory to God in the highest         Gloria in excelsis 
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 

 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who 

cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST READING        Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
 

Reader  A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the 

teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; 

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

or of lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my 

courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and 

calling of convocation-- I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your 

appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you 

stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; 

your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from 

before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead 

for the widow. Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 

like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, 

you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the 

mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

People  Thanks be to God.   
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PSALM 50:1-8, 23-24 
 

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 

God reveals himself in glory. 

 

Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 

before him there is a consuming flame, 

and round about him a raging storm. 

 

He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 

to witness the judgment of his people. 

 

"Gather before me my loyal followers, * 

those who have made a covenant with me 

and sealed it with sacrifice." 

 

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 

for God himself is judge. 

 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 

"O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 

for I am God, your God. 

 

I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 

your offerings are always before me. 

 

Consider this well, you who forget God, * 

lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

 

Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 

but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God." 

 

THE SECOND READING         Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 

Reader  A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 



6 
 

ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 

that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to 

set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 

By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did 

Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 

was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore 

from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and 

as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." All of these died in faith without having received the 

promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 

foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If 

they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

SEQUENCE HYMN        The Hymnal 1982 # 545 

Lo! What a cloud of witnesses       St. Fulbert 
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The people remain standing for the reading of the Gospel. 

 

THE GOSPEL         Luke 12:32-40 

 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their 

master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 

and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will 

fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the 

middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. "But know this: if the owner 

of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 

You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher. 

 

SERMON          The Rev. Tracey Forfa 

           

The people stand. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen.  
 



8 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made truly human. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end.  
 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 

one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Form III 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Alero N; Barbara H; Kirk D; TJ M; Betty K; Susan A; 

Rosario S; Deborah V; Aloysius F; Eric H; David P; Camille W; Cecelia B; Julie and Tim R; Tana H; 

Ben H; Alice P; Ruben G; Fe W; Gail U; Rimie S; and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, 

sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as for all those on our extended healing prayer list.  

 

Extended Prayer List: Jean I, Matt C, Jeanie C, James P, Lyn P, George S, Christine K, Delita R, Mary W. 

Donna W, Christine T, Cyndie L, Laura E. 

 

We pray for peace in the world and for the victims of war everywhere.  We also pray for all who are serving 

our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s way, and their families.  

 

We pray for all those affected by, suffering from, and killed by gun violence throughout our country. 

 

We pray for the well-being of our planet Earth and for all who are affected by and suffering from natural 

disasters, as well as those who are working to avert the climate crisis, including each of us as we care for 

God’s creation in our own homes and in our own lives. 

 

We give thanks for the flowers on the altar today, given by Ray and Doris Chin in celebration of their 40th 

wedding anniversary.  

 

We give thanks for the recent birthdays of Phoebe E, Thomas O, Diane M, Michael C, Jesse V, Betsy B, 

and Masao F. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords 

with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 

denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the 

evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 

strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your 

will. Amen. 
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Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

   People:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE         Matthew 5:23, 24      

 Celebrant Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For everything 

in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all. 

 
The altar is prepared for Holy Communion and an offering is received to support Ascension’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world. 

Text ASCENSIONMD + Amount to 73256 to give a donation using your text messaging Or scan the QR code    

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:      The Hymnal 1982 # 637 

How firm a foundation      Lyons 
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DOXOLOGY:          The Hymnal 1982 # 380 (v. 3) 

Praise to God         Old 100th 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS           The Hymnal 1982 # S 129 

Holy, holy, holy Lord          Robert Powell 

 
The people kneel or remain standing. The Celebrant continues  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin 

and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 

share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 

for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 

and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 

your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM        Lift Every Voice and Sing # 154  

Taste and See         James E. Moore, Jr. 

 
Celebrant 

God’s Holy gifts for God’s holy people. Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. Come, when 

you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole in Christ. 

Come to Christ’s table, there is room for all. 

 

All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Church of the Ascension. Please follow the 

directions of the Priest. Receive the bread in your hands. You may receive the wine by drinking from the chalice or 

by taking one of the small cups, drinking from it and dropping it into the receptacle.  If you wish to receive a 

blessing, join in the movement to the front of the nave and cross your arms over the front of your chest. After 

receiving Holy Communion or a blessing, the people are seated. 

 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We offer you 

praise and thanksgiving as we proclaim your resurrection. We love you above all, and long for you in 

our souls. Since we cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into 

our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from 

you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

After receiving communion, the people are seated for the hymn. 
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COMMUNION HYMN:        The Hymnal 1982 # 316 

This is the hour of banquet and of song      Canticum refectionis 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

  

Let us pray. 

 

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with 

the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. We thank you for the Body of Christ, 

the bread of heaven, and for the offering of Christ’s holy presence, the gift of spiritual communion, 

which feeds us when we must be apart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we become One Body 

in the sacrament of Christ’s Body. Transform our lives with your life, for the love we share becomes 

bread for the world. AMEN. 

 

BLESSING  

 

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us. 

So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And may the blessing of the one who made us, who journeys 

with us, who breathes us into life moment by moment, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon you this 

day and always. Amen. 

The people are seated for the announcements.  



16 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

For more information about activities and events coming up at Ascension, please refer to the bulletin insert. At the 

direction of the Celebrant, the people stand as able, and all sing the hymn. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN        The Hymnal 1982 # 527 

Singing songs of expectation       Ton-y Botel 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Deacon  Let us bless the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God!  

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  
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Service Participants: 

 

The Rev. Javier García Ocampo – Rector 

The Rev. Tracey Forfa – Pastoral Associate 

The Rev. Rosa Briones – Deacon 

Dr. Etienne Zhou - Minister of Music.  

The Ascension Choir 

The Ascension Tech Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERMISSIONS  

 

Section: Holy Eucharist Words: Horatius Bonar (1808–1889), alt. Music: Canticum refectionis, David McKinley 

Williams (1887–1978) Meter: 10 10. 10 10; Section: The Church Words: Bernard Severin Ingemann (1789–1862) 

tr. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924), alt. Music: Ton-y-Botel, Thomas John Williams (1869–1944) Meter: 87. 87. 

D; Section: Christian Vocation and Pilgrimage Words Translations and Paraphrases, 1745, alt.; para. of Hebrews 

12: 1–3 Music: St. Fulbert, Henry John Gauntlett (1805–1876) Meter: CM; Section: Christian Responsibility 

Words: Henry Scott Holland (1847–1918), alt. Music: Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens, melody from Neu-

vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl. Gotteligkeit eingerichtetes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693 Meter:  87. 87. 87; 

Section: The Christian Life Words: K. in John Rippon’s Selection, 1787, alt. Music: Lyons, att. Johann Michael 

Haydn (1737–1806); desc. Lois Fyfe (b. 1927) Meter: 11 11. 11 11; The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two is from the Book 

of Common Prayer © 1979 Church Publishing, Inc. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version 

of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

 

 


