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Welcome to Ascension! For more information about our community, please fill out a welcome card, found at either
end of the pews, or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table in the
narthex. Please silence your electronic devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please belp us create a
contemplative space by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation.

The people’s responses are in bold.

Opening Voluntary



Processional Hymn The Hymnal 1982 # 366 Verses 1-4
Holy God, we praise thy name Grosser Gott
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise thy Name, Lord of all, we bow be-fore thee;
2 Hark, the loud ce - les - tial hymn an-gelchoirs a - bove are rais - ing;
3 Lo, the a - po - sto - lic train  join, thy sa - cred Name to hal - low;
4 Ho -ly Fa-ther, ho - ly Son, Ho -1y Spi - rit, Three we name thee,
#5 Christ, thou art our glo - rious King, Son of God en-throned in splen-dor;
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1 all on earth thy scep - ter claim, all in heaven a - bove a - dore thee;
2 cher -u - bim and ser - a - phim, in wun - ceas - ing cho-rus prais-ing,
3 pro-phets swell the loud re -frain, and the white-robed mar-tyrs fol - low;
4 while in es-sence on - ly One, wun-di - vi - ded God we claim thee;
5 but de - liv - er-ance to bring thou all hon - ors didst sur - ren - der,
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in - fi - nite thy vast do -main, ev - er - last - ing is thy  reign.

2 fill the heavens with sweet ac - cord: ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!
3 and, from morn till set of sun, through the Church the song goes on.
4 then, a - dor - ing, bend the knee and con - fess the mys - ter - v
b and wast vir - gin born hum - bly on that bless - ed morn.
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WELCOME
OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant Blessed be God: Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant and people

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS: The Hymnal 1982 # S 280
Glory to God in the highest Gloria in excelsis
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King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we wor - ship you, we
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give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - 1y 3.Lord Je - sus
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take a - way the sin  of the world: have mer - cy
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of
godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily
in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated.

THE FIRST READING [saiah 5:1-7
Reader A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And
now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was
there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield
wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be
devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be
pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they
rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are
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his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:1-2, 8-18

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
you cast out the nations and planted it.

You prepared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.

The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *

and its branches to the River.

Why have you broken down its wall, *
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.

They burn it with fire like rubbish; *
at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish.

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
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And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

THE SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Reader A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to
do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By
faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies
in peace. And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
of David and Samuel and the prophets- who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead
by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection.
Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they
were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and
in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made
perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.



SEQUENCE HYMN

The Hymnal 1982 # 552

Fight the good fight with all thy might Pentecost
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The people remain standing for the reading of the Gospel.

THE GOSPEL

Deacon
People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

f.

Luke 12:49-56

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with

which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to
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bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the
west, you immediately say, "It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing,
you say, ‘There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?"

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
SERMON The Rev. Deacon Enid O. Cole
The people stand.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and

unsccn.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have

no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form III

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.



Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
A brief silence is kept.

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Alero N; Barbara H; Kirk D; TJ M; Betty K; Susan A;
Rosario S; Deborah V; Aloysius F; Eric H; David P; Camille W; Cecelia B; Julie and Tim R; Tana H;
Ben H; Alice P; Ruben G; Fe W; Gail U; Rimie S; Yasenia T; and all those who, in this transitory life, are
in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as for all those on our extended healing

prayer list.

Extended Prayer List: Jean I, Matt C, Jeanie C, James P, Lyn P, George S, Christine K, Delita R, Mary W.
Donna W, Christine T, Cyndie L, Laura E.

We pray for peace in the world and for the victims of war everywhere. We also pray for all who are serving
our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s way, and their families.

We pray for all those affected by, suffering from, and killed by gun violence throughout our country.



We pray for the well-being of our planet Earth and for all who are affected by and suffering from natural
disasters, as well as those who are working to avert the climate crisis, including each of us as we care for

God’s creation in our own homes and in our own lives.

We give thanks for the recent birthdays of Elizabeth B, Jasmine R, Kelvin B, Camille B, Francisco B, Julia
T, Christine F, Ron H, Kendall A, and Todd C.

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords
with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Stlence may be kept.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the
evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your
will. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE Maithew 5:23, 24
Celebrant Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For everything
in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion and an offering is recetved to support Ascension’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.

Y

Text ASCENSIONMD + Amount to 73256 to give a donation using your text messaging Or scan the QR code 0 0
%
Ofe
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM: The Hymnal 1982 # 421
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS The Hymnal 1982 # S 129

Holy, holy, holy Lord Robert Powell
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high -est._

The people kneel or remain standing. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

Song by Mrs. Caroline Bernard Merchant.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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FRACTION ANTHEM Lift Every Voice and Sing # 154

Taste and See James E. Moore, Jr.
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Celebrant

God’s Holy gifts for God’s holy people. Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. Come, when
you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole in Christ.
Come to Christ’s table, there is room for all.

All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Church of the Ascension. Please follow the
directions of the Priest. Recetve the bread in your hands. You may recetve the wine by drinking from the chalice or
by taking one of the small cups, drinking from it and dropping it into the receptacle. If you wish to receive a
blessing, join in the movement to the front of the nave and cross your arms over the front of your chest. After
recetving Holy Communion or a blessing, the people are seated.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We offer you
praise and thanksgiving as we proclaim your resurrection. We love you above all, and long for you in
our souls. Since we cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into
our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from
you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

After receiving communion, the people are seated for the hymn.
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COMMUNION HYMN:
Guide my feet, lord

Wonder, Love and Praise # 819
African—American spiritual
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2. Hold my hand Lord, while I run this race.
3. Stand by me Lord, while I run this race.
e s 2L 2 .8
yei Vi b I Wi I I
7517 - F ! r— |
H |l . | A |
A0 | 53—
vy .
9 s —% %35 Ig
Guide my feet  Lord, while I run this race.
Hold my hand Lord, while I run this race.
Stand by me Lord, while I run this  race.
z 2 e o e
I - u \ k
200 . = R ——
\ \ r ' ‘ ! |
A | | | |
&t + =i =
|74 D .
o & s & | 7
Guide my feet Lord, while I run this race, ‘cause [
Hold my hand Lord, while I run this race. ‘cause I
Stand by me Lord, while I run this race. ‘cause [
A O - e % ﬁ |' = Er! f
| DN LY I I ) EP | I
7 hiv 1 A ! | \
vy [~ F ' I }
f b ———
(R s 5 5 5 5 B
o) \ ! i o
don’t want to run this race in vain.
don’t want to run this race in vain.
don’t want to run this race in vain.
2 b -}
T e s
Fp \ | ' ‘ \ | -

15



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with
the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. We thank you for the Body of Christ,
the bread of heaven, and for the offering of Christ’s holy presence, the gift of spiritual communion,
which feeds us when we must be apart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we become One Body
in the sacrament of Christ’s Body. Transform our lives with your life, for the love we share becomes
bread for the world. AMEN.

BLESSING

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us.
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And may the blessing of the one who made us, who journeys
with us, who breathes us into life moment by moment, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon you this
day and always. Amen.

The people are seated for the announcements.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

For more information about activities and events coming up at Ascension, please refer to the bulletin insert. At the
direction of the Celebrant, the people stand as able, and all sing the hymn.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN The Hymnal 1982 # 472
Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion Donne secours
f ‘
b = | |
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1 Hope of the world, thou Christ  of great com - pas - sion,
2 Hope of the world, God’s gift from high - est hea - ven,
3 Hope of the  world, a - foot on dust - y high - ways,
4 Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us
5 Hope of the world, (@) Christ, o’er death vic - w - rious,
f | | ‘ | |
i | | | | - |
e o
) ‘ ' | |
1 speak to our fear - ful hearts by con - flict rent.
2 bring - ing to hun - gry souls the bread of life,
3 show - ing to wan - dering souls the path of light,
4 from death and dark de - spair, from sin and guilt,
5 who by this sign  didst con - quer grief and pain,
[a] ‘
4 | —— — 1
\Q) v » o d & [, &
1 Save us, thy peo - ple, from con - sum - ing pas - sion,
2 sill let  thy Spi - it un - to us be giv - en
3 walk thou be - side us lest  the tempt - ing by - ways
4 we rend - er back the love thy mer - cy gave us;
5 we would be faith - ful o thy gos - pel glo - rious;
— ; — i
© | . ) = : 2 o
1 who by our own  false hopes and aims are spent.
2 heal earth’s wounds and end her hit - ter strife.
3 lure us a - way  from thee to end - less night.
4 take thou our lives, and use them as thou wilt.
5 thou art  our Lord! Thou dost for ev - er reign!
DISMISSAL
Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!
CLOSING VOLUNTARY
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Service Participants:

The Rev. Tracey Forfa — Pastoral Associate

The Rev. Rosa Briones — Deacon

The Rev. Deacon Enid O. Cole — Guest Preacher
Dr. Etienne Zhou - Minister of Music.

The Ascension Choir

The Ascension Tech Team

PERMISSIONS

Section: The Holy Trinity Words: Para. of Te Deum, Sts. 1-4, Ignaz Franz (1719-1790), tr. Clarence Walworth
(1820-1900). Music: Grosser Gott, melody from Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1686; alt. Cantante, 1851; harm.
Charles Winfred Douglas (1867—1944), after Conrad Kocher (1786-1872) Meter: 78. 78. 77; Section: Praise to
God Words: Nikolaus Decius (1490?—1541); tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev.; para. of Gloria in excelsis
Music: Allein Gott in der Hob, melody att. Nikolaus Decius (1490?—1541); harm. Hieronymous Praetorius (15607—
1629) Meter: 87. 87. 887; Section: Jesus Christ our Lord Words: Georgia Harkness (1891-1974) Music: Donne
secours, melody from Trente quatre pseaumes de David, 1551, harm. Claude Goudimel (1514-1572), alt.
Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1954. Renewal 1982 by The Hymn Society of America, Texas Christian University,
Fort Worth, TX 76129. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Meter: 11 10. 11 10; Section: Christian Vocation
and Pilgrimage Words: John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) Music: Pentecost, William Boyd (1847-1928)
Meter: LM; Section: Spiritual Songs Title: Guide my feet Lord Music: African—-American spiritual, arr. Carl Harris,
Jr. (b. 1935); The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two is from the Book of Common Prayer © 1979 Church Publishing, Inc.
Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved
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