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Welcome to Ascension! For more information about our community, please fill out a welcome card, found at either
end of the pews, or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table in the
narthex. Please silence your electronic devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please belp us create a
contemplative space by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation.

The people’s responses are in bold.

OPENING VOLUNTARY



PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Before thy throne, O god, we kneel

The Hymnal 1982 # 574
St. Petersburg
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WELCOME

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant
People

Celebrant and people

Blessed be God: Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS: The Hymnal 1982 # S 280
Glory to God in the highest Gloria in excelsis
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like
him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people are seated.

THE FIRST READING Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Reader A reading from the book of the prophet Haggai

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of
the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among
you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing?
Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high
priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts,
according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not
fear. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and
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the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I
will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the
Lord of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and
in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.

People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:1-5, 18-22

I will exalt you, O God my King, * The Lord is righteous in all his ways *

and bless your Name for ever and ever. and loving in all his works.

Every day will I bless you * The Lord is near to those who call upon him, *
and praise your Name for ever and ever. to all who call upon him faithfully.

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *
there is no end to his greatness. he hears their cry and helps them.

One generation shall praise your works to The Lord preserves all those who love him, *
another * but he destroys all the wicked.

and shall declare your power.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; *
I will ponder the glorious splendor of your let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and
majesty * ever.
and all your marvelous works.

THE SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Reader A reading from the second letter of the apostle St. Paul to the Thessalonians

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers and
sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from
us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will
not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction.
He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was
still with you? But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief
in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may
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obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the
traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. Now may our Lord Jesus
Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope,

comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN The Hymnal 1982 # 295
Sing praise to our creator Christus, der ist mein Leben
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The people remain standing for the reading of the Gospel.
THE GOSPEL Luke 20:27-38
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question, "Teacher,
Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the
widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died
childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally
the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had
married her." Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those
who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor
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are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God,
being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story
about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.

SERMON The Rev. Deacon Rosa Briones

The people stand.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and

unscen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form III

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief, fear or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
A brief silence is kept.

We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for TJ M; Betty K; Susan A; Rosario S; Deborah V; Eric
H; David P; Julie and Tim R; Tana H; Ben H; Rimie S; Pam S; Jacque C; Pamela D; and all those who,
in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as for all those

on our extended healing prayer list.

Extended Prayer List: Jean I, Matt C, Jeanie C, James P, Lyn P, George S, Christine K, Delita R, Donna W,
Christine T, Cyndie L, Laura E, Alero N, Barbara H, Aloysius F, Kirk D, Henrietta J.

We pray for peace in the world and for the victims of war everywhere. We also pray for all who are serving

our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s way, and their families.
We pray for all those affected by, suffering from, and killed by gun violence throughout our country.

We pray for the well-being of our planet Earth and for all who are affected by and suffering from natural
disasters, as well as those who are working to avert the climate crisis, including each of us as we care for

God’s creation in our own homes and in our own lives.

We give thanks for the recent birthdays of Avin lalmansingh, Johan Ivan, Aloysius Farrah, Joey Marks,
Fayemi Johnson, Jake Yalley-Ogunro, and Lavina Williams.



Celebrant Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords
with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the
evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and

strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your
will. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE Matthew 5:23, 24
Celebrant Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For everything
in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion and an offering is recetved to support Ascension’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world.
Text ASCENSIONMD + Amount to 73256 to give a donation using your text messaging Or scan the QR code

B4
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: The Lord is My Shepherd (Psalm 23) Howard Goodall %.-
DOXOLOGY: The Hymnal 1982 # 380 (v. 3)
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

Celebrant | i

The Lord be with you.

People

And al - so with you.

Celebrant " - e A
D) .
Lift up your hearts.
A
People " - P —— ]
DJ .
We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS The Hymnal 1982 # S 129
Holy, holy, holy Lord Robert Powell
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The people kneel or remain standing. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of

your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
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Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION ANTHEM Lift Every Voice and Sing # 154
Taste and See James E. Moore, Jr.
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Celebrant

God’s Holy gifts for God’s holy people. Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. Come, when
you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole in Christ.
Come to Christ’s table, there is room for all.

All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Church of the Ascension. Please follow the directions of the Priest. Recetve
the bread in your hands. You may receive the wine by drinking from the chalice or by taking one of the small cups, drinking from it and
dropping it into the receptacle. If you wish to receive a blessing, join in the movement to the front of the nave and cross your arms over the

front of your chest. After receiving Holy Communion or a blessing, the people are seated.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We offer you
praise and thanksgiving as we proclaim your resurrection. We love you above all, and long for you in
our souls. Since we cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into
our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from
you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

After receiving communion, the people are seated for the hymn.
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COMMUNION HYMN:
Praise to the living God

The Hymnal 1982 # 372
Leoni
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with
the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. We thank you for the Body of Christ,
the bread of heaven, and for the offering of Christ’s holy presence, the gift of spiritual communion,
which feeds us when we must be apart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we become One Body
in the sacrament of Christ’s Body. Transform our lives with your life, for the love we share becomes
bread for the world. AMEN.

BLESSING

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us.
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And may the blessing of the one who made us, who journeys
with us, who breathes us into life moment by moment, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon you this
day and always. Amen.

The people are seated for the announcements.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

For more information about activities and events coming up at Ascension, please refer to the bulletin insert. At the
direction of the Celebrant, the people stand as able, and all sing the hymn.

RECESSIONAL HYMN The Hymnal 1982 # 625
Ye holy angels bright Darwall’s 148th
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Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!
CLOSING VOLUNTARY
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Service Participants:

The Rev. Javier Ocampo — Rector

The Rev. Tracey Forfa — Pastoral Associate
The Rev. Rosa Briones — Deacon

Dr. Etienne Zhou - Minister of Music.

The Ascension Choir

The Ascension Tech Team

Congregational participants

Welcomers Jonathan Black, Elizabeth Quinn
Acolyte Angie Hight-Walker

Chalicist Peg Ruppel

Scripture Readers John Brittain, Jumi Popoola

Prayers of the People Susan McLaughlin

PERMISSIONS

Section: Praise to God Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy; tr. Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann
(1836—1926) Music: Leoni, Hebrew melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1985, alt. Meter: 66. 84. D;
Section: Holy Baptism Words: Mark Evans (b. 1916), alt. Music: Christus, der ist mein Leben, melody Melchior
Vulpius (1560¢-1616) Copyright: Words: © 1962, World Library Publications, 3815 N. Willow Rd., Schiller Park,
IL 60176. All Rights Reserved. Used With Permission. Meter: 76. 76; Section: Christian Responstbility Words:
William Boyd Carpenter (1841-1918), alt. Music: St. Petersburg, Dimitri S. Bortniansky (1751-1825) Meter: 88.
88. 88; Section: The Church Triumphant Words: Richard Baxter (1615-1691); rev. Jobn Hampden Gurney (1802—
1862) Music: Darwall’s 148th, melody and bass Jobn Darwall (1731-1789); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-
1889), alt.; desc. Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947) Copyright: Music: Descant by permission of Hymns Ancient
& Modern Limited. Meter: 66. 66. 44. 44; The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two is from the Book of Common Prayer ©
1979 Church Publishing, Inc. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of The Bible,
copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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