
 First Sunday after the Epiphany 

The Baptism of our Lord 

January 11, 2026, 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Welcome to Ascension! For more information about our community, please fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the 

pews, or take one of our welcome packets from a member of the Welcome Team or the table in the narthex. 

Please silence your electronic devices. Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative space by 

refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation. 

The people’s responses are in bold. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY:   

 

The people Stand   

     

PROCESSIONAL HYMN      The Hymnal 1982 # 448 Verses 1-3, 6 

O love, how deep, how broad, how high    Deus tuorum militum, 

 
WELCOME 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

Priest   Blessed be God: Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Priest  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Priest  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS:        The Hymnal 1982 # S278 
Glory to God in the Highest        Robert Powell 
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THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
 

Priest   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Priest   Let us pray. 
 

Priest and People 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the 

covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The people are seated. 

 

THE FIRST READING         Isaiah 42:1-9 

 

Reader  A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah  

 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; 

he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 

justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 

wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk 

in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 

given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my 

glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I 

now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

People  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 29 

 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,  

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name;  

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders;  

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;  

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;  

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe  

and strips the forests bare. 

 

And in the temple of the Lord  

all are crying, "Glory!" 

 

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;  

the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

 

The Lord shall give strength to his people;  

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace 
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THE SECOND READING            Acts 10:34-43 
 

Reader              A reading from the book of Acts of the Apostles.    
 

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 

Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning 

in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand as able, and all sing the following hymn. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN      The Hymnal 1982 # 131 Verses 1,3,5 

When Christ’s appearing was made known   Vom Himmel kam der Engel Schar 

 
The people remain standing for the reading of the Gospel. 
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THE GOSPEL          Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; 

for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 

of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher. 

 

SERMON         The Rev. Deacon Rosa Briones  

The people stand. 

 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 

 

Celebrant    The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Parents and Godparents I present Sabella Boateng to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Parents and Godparents I present Marisol Golebie Renteria to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that this child you present is brought up in 

the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant  Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full 

stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help. 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 

against God? 

Answer    I renounce them. 

Question   Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 

creatures of God? 

Answer    I renounce them. 

Question   Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
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Answer    I renounce them. 

Question   Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer    I do. 

Question   Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer    I do. 

Question   Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer    I do. 

 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in their life in 

Christ? 

People  We will. 

 

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 

baptismal covenant. 

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended to the dead. 

      On the third day he rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy catholic Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 



8 
 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and 

in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

Human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 

 

Celebrant  Let us now pray for Sabella and Marisol Golebie who are to receive the Sacrament of new 

birth. 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Open their heart to your grace and truth. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

A brief silence is kept. 
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We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for TJ M; Betty K; Susan A; David P; Tana H; 

Ben H; Henrietta J; Brittany B; Jacque (Jackie) H; Barbara N; Eric H; Keith W; Kenny P; Santos  

(Baby); Deborah M; Jay B; Yesenia T; Adam A; and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, 

sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, as well as for all those on our extended healing prayer list.  

 

Extended Prayer List: Jean I; Matt C; Jeanie C; Delita R; Alero N; Barbara H; Kirk D. 

 

We pray for peace in the world and for the victims of war everywhere.  We also pray for all who are serving 

our country here and abroad, especially those in harm’s way, and their families.  
 

We pray for all those affected by, suffering from, and killed by gun violence throughout our country. 
 

We pray for the well-being of our planet Earth and for all who are affected by and suffering from natural 

disasters, as well as those who are working to avert the climate crisis, including each of us as we care for 

God’s creation in our own homes and in our own lives. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Tom and Denise Lionetti in celebration of their wedding 

anniversary. 

 

We give thanks for the recent birthdays of Tracey F, Cliffton C, Gayah F, Jason V, Albert B, Jessica L, 

and Angel O. 

 

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 

the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 

now and forever. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 

 beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land 

 of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 

 Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting  

life. We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we 

 share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your 

 Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 

 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 

from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, 

and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE BAPTISM 

Celebrant Sabella, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Celebrant Marisol Golebie, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and people  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have  

bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. 

 Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the  

courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in 

all your works. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Sabella, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for 

ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Marisol Golebie, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's 

own for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

Celebrant and People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

THE PEACE 

 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE   

 

Celebrant Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

 
The altar is prepared for Holy Communion and an offering is received to support Ascension’s ministry of sharing God’s love with the world. 

Text ASCENSIONMD + Amount to 73256 to give a donation using your text messaging Or scan the QR code    
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Arise, Shine      George J. Elvey 

    

The people stand as able, and all sing the Doxology as the gifts are brought forward. 

Doxology         The Hymnal 1982 # 400 V. 7 

All creatures of our God and King      Lasst uns erfreuen 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your 

kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS         The Hymnal 1982 # S 128 

Holy, holy, holy Lord        William Mathias 

 
The people kneel or remain standing. The Celebrant continues  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 

the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 

made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 

before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 

into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
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The Celebrant continues. 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 

Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 

subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 

enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever.  

  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM        Lift Every Voice and Sing # 151  

One Bread, One Body        John B. Foley    
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Celebrant God’s Holy gifts for God’s holy people. Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. 

Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. Come, when you are regretful, and be made 

whole in Christ. Come to Christ’s table, there is room for all. 

 
All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Church of the Ascension. Please follow the directions of the Priest. Receive the bread in 

your hands. You may receive the wine by drinking from the chalice or by taking one of the small cups, drinking from it and dropping it into the receptacle.  

If you wish to receive a blessing, join in the movement to the front of the nave and cross your arms over the front of your chest. After receiving Holy 

Communion or a blessing, the people are seated. 

 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. We offer you 

praise and thanksgiving as we proclaim your resurrection. We love you above all, and long for you 

in our souls. Since we cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually 

into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated 

from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

After receiving communion, the people are seated for the hymn. 
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COMMUNION HYMN        The Hymnal 1982 # 116 

“I come” the great redeemer cries      This Endris Nyght 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

  

Let us pray. 

 

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with 

the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. We thank you for the Body of Christ, 

the bread of heaven, and for the offering of Christ’s holy presence, the gift of spiritual communion, 

which feeds us when we must be apart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we become One Body 

in the sacrament of Christ’s Body. Transform our lives with your life, for the love we share becomes 

bread for the world. AMEN. 

 

EPIPHANY BLESSING 

 

Celebrant 

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 

lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen. 

 

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in the Jordan River, pour 

out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 
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May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform your lives and 

make glad your hearts. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you, and your loved ones, for ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated for the announcements.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

For more information about activities and events coming up at Ascension, please refer to the bulletin insert.  

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN       The Hymnal 1982 # 120 

The sinless one to Jordan came      Solemnis haec festivitas 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Participants:  

 

The Rev. Javier Ocampo – Rector 

The Rev. Tracey Forfa – Pastoral Associate 

The Rev. Rosa Briones – Deacon 

Dr. Etienne Zhou - Minister of Music.  

The Ascension Choir 

The Ascension Tech Team 

 

 

Congregational Participants: 

Welcomers: Algernon Thomas and Elizabeth Quinn 

Acolyte: Aaron Lalmansingh 

Chalicist: Avin Lalmansingh 

Scripture Readers: Eileen Brittain and Susan McLaughlin 

Prayers for the Candidates and Prayers of the People: Ceda Ogada 

Altar Guild: Nancy Carman, Cynthia Perley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERMISSIONS 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted and streamed with permission under One License, License #A-715039. All rights reserved. The Holy 

Eucharist: Rite Two is from the Book of Common Prayer © 1979 Church Publishing, Inc. Scripture readings are from the New Revised 

Standard Version of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 


